THE ORDER OF SERVICE
The Greeting
P This is the day that the Lord has made.
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P We are transformed in Christ
C to share the hope of eternal life.

Welcome and Announcements
The Sharing of the Peace
Opening Hymn  802................... “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
The Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession and Absolution

Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13; John 20:19-23

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You, there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

The Psalm........................................................................ Psalm 62 (antiphon: vs. 1)
P For God alone, my soul waits in silence;
C from Him comes my salvation.
P He alone is my rock and my salvation,
C my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.
P How long will all of you attack a man to batter him,
C like a leaning wall, a tottering fence?
P They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
C They take pleasure in falsehood.
P They bless with their mouths,
C but inwardly they curse.
P For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
C for my hope is from Him.
P He only is my rock and my salvation,
C my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
P On God rests my salvation and my glory;
C my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
P Trust in Him at all times, O people;
C pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.
P Those of low estate are but a breath;
C those of high estate are a delusion;
P in the balances they go up;
C they are together lighter than a breath.
P Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery;
C if riches increase, set not your heart on them.
P Once God has spoken;
C twice have I heard this:
P that power belongs to God,
C and that to You, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.
P For You will render to a man
C according to his work.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P For God alone my soul waits in silence;
from Him comes my salvation.
The Kyrie  Lord, Have Mercy

The Gloria in Excelsis  Glory to God in the Highest

Mark 10:47

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

The Salutation

2 Timothy 4:22

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
The Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, by Your grace, hear the
prayers of Your Church. Grant that those things which we ask in faith we may receive
through Your bountiful mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Old Testament Reading

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4

1 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and
you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make
me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before
me; strife and contention arise. 4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For
the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.
2 I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower and look out to see
what he will say to me and what I will answer concerning my complaint. 2 And the
LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads
it. 3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it
seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 4 “Behold, his soul is puffed
up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Epistle
3 If

1 Timothy 6:3-21

anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit
and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about
words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction
among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness
is a means of gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing

into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and
clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin
and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pangs.
11 But

as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence
of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and
of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to
keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen.
17 As

for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to
enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of that which is truly life.
20 O Timothy, guard the deposit

entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions
of what is falsely called “knowledge,” 21 for by professing it, some have swerved from the faith.
Grace be with you.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Children’s Message
Alleluia and Verse

John 20:31



The Holy Gospel

Luke 17:1-10

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through
whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he
were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention to
yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins
against you seven times in the day and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must
forgive him.”
5
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’
and it would obey you.
7
“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come
in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare
supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat
and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So you also,
when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have
only done what was our duty.’”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon Hymn  664 ................................................. “Fight the Good Fight”

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Offering
Three ways to give: at church  online giving at www.holycrossstegen.org  by mail.

Offertory Hymn  857 .......... “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”
The Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for people here and around the world—those who call Jesus their Lord and all
who do not yet know God’s gracious promises.
Let us pray for those who think that God doesn’t hear them. Use the Church here and
wherever Your people gather around Word and Sacrament, gracious Lord, to proclaim
the Gospel. Grant Your Holy Spirit to open their ears that faith may grow within them.
C Grant that they truly hear, trust the righteousness Christ won for them, and live
by their faith.

P Let us pray for those who are enduring violence within their homes and communities. O
God, deliver them from their fears, give the security and peace for which they long, and
grant the eternal peace Your Son won for us all.
C Grant that they truly hear, trust the righteousness Christ won for them, and live
by their faith.
P Let us pray for those who suffer injustice, deprived of basic human rights, and who do not
have the food, clothing, and shelter they need for themselves and those for whom they
care. Move the Church to show Your compassion in both the proclamation of the Gospel
and in words and deeds of Christian charity, which make Your love real to them.
C Grant that they truly hear, trust the righteousness Christ won for them, and live by
their faith.
P Let us pray for those who are in dire need of Your caring protection, Lord our God, all
whose hopes are dashed, whose bodies are captive to chronic illness and sudden crises,
and who see nothing but strife and contention, [especially . . .]. Surround them with Your
servants to make visible Your eternal promises in Christ our Lord.
C Grant that they truly hear, trust the righteousness Christ won for them, and live by
their faith.
P Let us pray for the Church around the world. Where we or our brothers and sisters have
lost sight of Your promises, Lord Jesus, or are wondering about when You might return
to usher in an eternal Kingdom of peace, grant them eyes to read Your gracious promises
and ears to hear the Good News of eternity with You.
C Grant that they truly hear, trust the righteousness Christ won for them, and live by
their faith.
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant to us
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray.
C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
The Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Psalm 136

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless
love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore, with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
The Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

The Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy, we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered together here, we ask that You
forgive, renew, and strengthen us as we in true faith receive our Lord’s body and blood.
Thus refreshed, enable us to reveal Your unity and love to all we meet until we gather at
our Savior’s eternal feast above. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

Matthew 26:26-28

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
The Proclamation of Christ

1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into
heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom,
and teach us to pray:
The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread ;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Pax Domini  The Peace of the Lord

John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
The Agnus Dei  The Lamb of God

John 1:29

The Distribution of Holy Communion  The Bible teaches that Jesus gives us His very
body and blood along with bread and wine. We believe the Lord’s Supper is a means of grace
in that it provides forgiveness of sins and strengthening of our faith. The Bible also teaches us
to examine ourselves prior to receiving the meal. Participants are encouraged to ask these
questions: Do I believe that I am a sinner and am truly sorry for my sins? Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior
and that it is His true body and blood given to me along with the bread and wine? Do I intend with the help of
God to repent of sin as I seek to follow Him? If you have not been instructed in this teaching on Holy
Communion, are in doubt, or hold to a different confession of faith, please come forward and cross your arms
to indicate that you would like a blessing.

Communion Hymn  560 ....................................... “Drawn to the Cross”
Communion Hymn  843 ................ “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”

The Nunc Dimittis  The Song of Simeon .............................................. Luke 2:29-32

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
The Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn  644 ........................... “The Church’s One Foundation”
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Unashamed of the Testimony of Christ
1 Timothy 6:9-12  But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare,
into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. But as
for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life
to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.
If St. Paul’s jailer overheard the apostle dictate this farewell letter
to Timothy, especially the deliberate appeal of its eighth verse, “Be not
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord,” that Roman guard doubtless shook
his head in bewilderment. He must have wondered how anyone could demand
loyalty for Jesus of Nazareth, who died on a cross as a criminal between
two criminals. How could anyone not be ashamed of a creed that led to
martyrdom!
Even as St. Paul weighed these words, “Be not thou therefore ashamed of
the testimony of our Lord,” he knew that some of his own followers had
become ashamed of Christ. Tearfully, it seems, he writes, “Demas hath
forsaken me, having loved this present world.” No one understood more
intimately than he how insistent and penetrating is the appeal to leave
Christ and follow the lure of human ambitions.
Here was Rome with its lavish display of wealth, the imperial palace, and
its chambers covered with pure gold; studded with costly jewels, inlaid
with mother-of-pearl, its dome, which turned by day and night; and there,
on a skull-shaped hill, near Jerusalem, the unmarked spot where Jesus had
died in abject poverty, robbed even in death, of His clothing. Here was

Rome at the zenith of its power, its legions crashing through distant
frontiers; Rome with its triumphal arches, its tributes wrung from the
ends of the empire; and there, as the apostle's thoughts revert to his
Savior's first and last days, an outcast Babe, for whom Bethlehem had
neither room nor heart; there the thorn-crowned King with scourged back
and blood-spattered face. Here in Rome, life to its whirling, dizzy,
intoxicating fullness; the Coliseum and its gladiators, the theaters and
their sophisticated plays, the schools with their get-what-you-can-outof-life philosophies, the temples with their dancing girls, scribes from
cold Britain, astrologers from distant Babylon, flaxen-haired warriors
from beyond the Rhine; here, in short, a riot of color, pleasure, and
vice dragged to Rome from beyond the outposts of civilization; and there
⎯it still rang in the apostle’s mind after 35 years⎯the stern ultimatum
of Jesus, who said: “Take up your cross and follow Me” (Luke 9:23b).
Heavenly Father, the charms of this world are legion, and we are faced
with them every day. Empower us against their taking hold of our lives
and diminishing our trust in what Your Son has won for us⎯a treasure of
everlasting value. In His name we pray. Amen.

A sermon excerpt from Walter A. Maier, the first Speaker of “The Lutheran Hour”

Luke 17:7-10  (Jesus said) “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing
or keeping sheep say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at
once and recline at table’? Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for
me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward
you will eat and drink’? Does he thank the servant because he did what was
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were
commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was
our duty.’”
Jesus recommends us to remember—to remember who we are, and what we are.
And what is that? In the words of the liturgy, we are "poor miserable sinners."
(Imagine the shock if God's voice suddenly said, "That's right!" just at that point in
the service.) We are creatures. We are people, much loved by God—but we are
not God.
Jesus is right. "We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty."
And often we have done much, much less than was our duty. We have reason to
be humble.
But we also have reason to be joyful—because we have a Master who is not like
other masters. We have a Master who came to be a Servant, who came to serve
His servants, rescuing us from the power of evil through His own life, death, and
resurrection. We have a Master who has adopted us—who has made us to become
children of God.
This is not our due. This is not what we deserve. But it is what we have, because
"the Son of Man came not to be served—but to serve—and to give His life as a
ransom for many" (Mark 10:45).
So now we have a dual role. Because we love Jesus, we are His willing servants.
Because He loves us, we are children of God, adopted forever. Thank You, Lord!

A devotion from Lutheran Hour Ministries.

