
                                      WE ARE TRANSFORMED IN 
CHRIST

           to Share the Hope of Eternal Life!

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26th, 2026, A.D.
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

200 Market Street, Ste. Genevieve, MO.63670
Office Phone (573-883-5361)

holycrossstegen@gmail.com                    Website: holycrossstegen.org
Facebook: facebook.com/holycrossstegen

Flowers on the altar today are given by Kelly and Dan Sullivan for CJ’s Birthday!

Upcoming dates are available for flowers for the altar: August 9, 16, 23, and 30.
Please clearly print your name and occasion on the flower chart on the wall by the narthex 
above the water fountain. Please put $25 in an envelope; mark it “Flower Fund” and place 
it in the offering plate.  A friendly reminder, if you take a flower vase home, please return 
it the following week so it can be used again.  We are currently missing four vases.

⦁ Holy Cross upholds and adheres to the Biblical practice of Closed Communion.

⦁ Sunday’s Church Doors Open at 8:00 AM Service Begins at 9:00 AM, followed 
by a Bible Study after today’s service with coffee and treats.

⦁ Responsive Prayer II is offered at 10:00 AM on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday.

⦁ Tuesdays Bible Study begins at 10:30 AM and lasts until 11:30AM

⦁ Individual Confession and Absolution by appointment 

⦁ The ringing of the bells starts at 9 a.m. 

Words written in Bold generally signify congregation response.

Needs for pastoral care in our area, call our Pastor:
Rev. Peyton Holland

(918-332-1997)
or one of our Elders: Rick Hutson (573-780-9390), Randy Ruzicka 

(314-210-4279) or Wayne Schremp (573-883-6060)

Divine Service III
Confession and Absolution

645 Built on the Rock
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Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 105:2–6

Oh give thanks to the Lord; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!

Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!

Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice!

Seek the Lord | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!

3



Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,*
children of Jacob, his | chosen ones!

Kyrie LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, 
receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have 
commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
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Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6–9
6“You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen 

you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on 
the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other 
people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of 
all peoples, 8but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
9Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand generations.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways!

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle Romans 8:28–39
28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also 
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he 
also glorified.

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? 36As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

6



A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia LSB 190

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field.

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 
46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down 
and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the 
close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.

51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,

     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in One Holy Christian and Apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

713 From God Can Nothing Move Me

Sermon

Offering
For today's prayer requests, please write them on the attendance card provided during the 
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service. Once completed, fold the card and either hand it to an usher or place it in the offertory 
plate. The Pastor will include these requests during the Prayers of the Church.

Stand

Offertory LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For preservation from error and deliverance from temptation, that we may remain 
steadfast and immovable in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that they may faithfully teach the whole counsel of God’s Word; and that 
we may receive their words with joy and thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 
have mercy.

For faithfulness in our vocations, that we would come to see the various offices God has 
given us as gifts through which we serve Him and our neighbors, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, our president; Michael, our governor; and all who make, administer and 
judge our laws, that they would lead with wisdom, and seek what is best for all in 
accordance with God’s will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those burdened by sickness and affliction, [especially _____________,] that they 
may await healing and deliverance in the firm conviction that nothing can separate them 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who commune, that they might receive the Sacrament faithfully and depart 
from the Lord’s table refreshed, knowing that they are His forgiven people, let us pray to 
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving to God for those who have fallen asleep in Christ; and in joyful 
expectation of our inheritance with the saints in light, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 
mercy.

These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Statement on Holy Communion

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 
his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen 
our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust 
his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives 
and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who 
eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
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because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 
any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of 
this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive 
the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder.

Preface LSB 194

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

Pax Domini LSB 197

Agnus Dei LSB 198

Sit
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Distribution

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.

C Amen.

547 The Lamb

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread

Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Thanksgiving LSB 200

A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus LSB 202
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Benediction LSB 202

719 I Leave All Things to God’s Direction

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
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SERVING TODAY
Pastor: Rev. Peyton Holland

                                      Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson
Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka

Organist: Todd Brueckner

Sunday Church Attendance Attendance

                    First Week 39

Second Week 46
Third Week 31

Fourth Week

Your Financial Support of Your Church 7/12/26 Year-to-Date

Weekly Budget Requirement $2,902.00 $81,256.00

Actual Offerings, including online offerings 
(Budget) $1,565.00 $72,600.64

Ahead/Behind Budget Requirement -$1,337.00 -$8,655.36

% Ahead/Behind -46.1% -10.7%

Jour de Fete is just around the corner!  Come join us in serving and
enjoying fellowship with other members of the congregation and
community!  Volunteers are needed for both indoor and outdoor shifts,
Saturday and Sunday.  Please sign up on the sheet located on the table

17



in the sanctuary.
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In Our Prayers This Week and Celebrations                    

Throughout the week, please keep these people in your daily prayers. As a model for 
prayer, consider going through the A.C.T.S. of prayer. Adoration: praising God for who 
He is. Confession: confessing your sins to God, especially those that weigh on your heart. 
Thanksgiving: thanking God for specific blessings. Supplication: asking God for help.

For those who are homebound   Barb Jones, Sharon Estes, Doug Arnold, Nick 
Krege, Pansy Meyer, Val Rakey.

For healing and continued recovery Bill Staffen (Bonnie Keir’s brother, cancer), 
Dustin Hutson (recovering from a brain bleed), Pastor Jim Kirk (treatment for 
myeloma) Carol Steiger-Rudoff continued prayers for recovery of cancer (Connie 
Schwent’s Sister In-law), Laura Pruneau Fallert (Cancer treatment) that her continued 
cancer treatments work as intended. Continued prayers for healing for Wayne Phillips. 
Continuing prayers for Maia Rottler she is on treatments for Leukemia give her family 
faith to help her in this journey. (granddaughter of LaJune Rottler). Sending prayers for 
Carl Noll’s recovery.

For those celebrating birthdays in July  Vickie Eisenbeis (July 07), Jeffery Zerwig 
(July 08), Jim Port (July 09), Tara Rottler (July 19) C. J. Kintz (July 31).

For those celebrating wedding anniversaries in July  Dean and Lisa Schlueter (July 
09).

For local, state, and national elected officials that they uphold goodness and work 
humbly for those they serve.

For our community that more people believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

For our church family We are transformed in Christ to share the hope of eternal life.

To submit a prayer request for inclusion in the bulletin, please call the church office at 573-883-5361 or 
email holycrossstegen@gmail.com. Prayer requests will continue to be listed until removal is requested.
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