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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

 
200 Market Street, Ste. Genevieve, MO.63670 

Office Phone    573-883-5361                                              

holycrossstegen@gmail.com 

Website: holycrossstegen.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/holycrossstegen 

Needs for pastoral care in our area, call one of our Elders- 

Rick Hutson 573-780-9390, 

Randy Ruzicka 314-210-4279 or Wayne Schremp 573-883-6060 

 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
  

The ringing of the bells starts at 9 a.m.  
 

Words written in Bold generally signify congregation response. 

 

THE GREETING 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made.  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

We are transformed in Christ 

To share the hope of eternal Life. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Sit 

 

Baptism Hymn  593    “See This Wonder in the Making” 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Being baptized today: Jack Joseph Surman and Mia Lucille Surman, Children of 

Benjamin Joseph and Kelly Lucille Surman.  Sponsors: Kali and Kayda Ernst.  

We will be using selective parts of the Service For Holy Baptism found in the hymnal 

starting on page 268. 



 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.   
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord who could stand? 

C But with you there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 

us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinner in thought, word and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sale of Christ and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 

and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

The Kyrie  LSB 204 
 

 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis (intro) LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 

may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that 

among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true 

joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 



First Reading Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were 

being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full 

number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching 

the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you 

seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint 

to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 

word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, 

a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 

and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set 

before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient 

to the faith. 

 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 

among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 

those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . . 

 2And Stephen said: 

 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist 

the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not 

your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the 

coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you 

who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their 

teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory 

of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see 

the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But 

they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 
58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 

their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning 

Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees 

he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And 

when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle 1 Peter 2:2–10 
 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 

up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for 

you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”  8and “A stone of stumbling, 

and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 

were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had 

not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse (intro) 

         

  

   

         



Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

  1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 

me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you 

know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If 

you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that 

I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me 

does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else 

believe on account of the works themselves. 

  12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that 

I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Sermon Hymn  633  “At The Lambs High Feast We Sing” 
 

SERMON                                                                                     PASTOR JAROLD RUX 
 
 

  



THE OFFERING 

 

For today's prayer requests, please write them on the attendance card provided during the 

service. Once completed, fold the card and either hand it to an usher or place it in the offertory 

plate. The Pastor or Seminarian will include these requests during the Prayers of the Church. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

We honor the Lord with our tithes and our gifts. 

 

Stand  

 

Offeratory Hymn  “Create In Me” 
 

956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Three ways to give:  
 

1)  offering plate—cash or check. 

2)  online at holycrossstegen.org   Click the “Give” icon. 

3)  by mail. 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, through the power of Christ’s resurrection You adopt all who believe in 

Him. Receive us as Your newborn children and nourish our faith through the pure spiritual 

milk of Your Word, that we may dwell in Your presence forever. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 
 

Send laborers into Your harvest, Lord. Preserve Your ministers among us devoted to Your 

Word and to prayer. Give many servants to Your Church, that neither the preaching nor the 

care of Your people may fall into neglect or disregard. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer.Merciful Lord, help parents to raise up their children to know You as their help and 

hope, that they may not put their trust in princes in whom there is no salvation. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still preserves what You have made. 

Bless all elected and appointed civil servants. Lead them to honor You and Your purpose, 

establishing order and justice, encouraging virtue, and protecting all life. Give them wisdom 

to lead for the well-being of the nation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Father of glory, Your Son declared Himself to be the way, the truth and the life. Bless all 

who have requested our prayers [especially _____________]. May Christ Himself be their 

way of salvation, their truth amid doubt and their life amid death. Grant them a sure and 

steadfast hope in the good news that He has prepared a place for them with You, where pain 

and sickness are no more and all things are made new. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

Almighty God, in Christ You have made us a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation 

and a people for Your possession. Preserve Your people in the one true faith, and grant that 

all who come to the Supper this day might do so with repentant hearts that thankfully receive 

Your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

O Gracious Father, Grant to this congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a 

Pastor according to Your will for Holy Cross church, Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, we thank and praise You for Your servant Stephen, whom Your Son has received 

into His glory. May we imitate him in faith and love to speak Your truth with boldness, 

forgiving those who sin against us as Christ forgave His persecutors from the cross. When 

our last hour comes, let us fall asleep in Him and be born into eternal life, for the sake of Him 

who was born into our flesh to redeem it, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 

honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



Sit 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface LSB 208 
      P The Lord be with you. 

      C And also with you. 
  

      P Lift up your hearts. 

      C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

      P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

      C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

      P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 

death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 

lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 

death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 



Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has 

redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 

delivered us into new life in Him. 

  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body 

given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation 

until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei (intro) LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 
 



DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 

Amen. 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn  461 “I Know The My Redeemer Lives” 
 

Communion Hymn  801 “How Great Thou Art” 
 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis (intro) LSB 211 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Closing Hymn  457 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
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APRIL/MAY EVENTS 

The fresh flower arrangement on the altar, given by Anonymous Donor. 

On the occasion, His Grace is Enough. 

 

May 3: Grace Lutheran Church Uniontown, MO “Church Supper” Fried chicken, 

kettle beef and all the trimmings Drive-in 3pm-6pm and Drive-thru 3pm-7pm $15.00 for 

Adults - Children (6-10) $7.00  
 

April 6 to May 31; The Lutheran Heritage Center welcomes a beautiful display of 

quilts from the collection of Perryville County native, Anne Meyer Hazelwood on 

display. Open seven days a week 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM address is 75 Church St. 

Altenburg MO 

Sunday’s Church Doors Open at 8:00 AM Service Begins at 9:00 AM Following with a 

Bible Study coffee and pastries generally served. 
 

Tuesdays Bible Study starting at 10:30 AM to 11:30AM 

 

SERVING TODAY:                           Pastor: Jarold Rux 

Scripture Reader: Linda Ruzicka 

Ushers: Wayne Schremp and Rick Hutson 

Organist: Todd Brueckner 
 

Sunday Church Attendance Attendance 

                    First Week 63 

Second Week 53 

Third Week 40 

Fourth Week 49 
 

Your Financial Support of Your Church 4/26/26 Year-to-Date 

Weekly Budget Requirement $2,902.00 $50,432.00 

Actual Offerings  including online offerings 

(budget) $1,340.00 $41,729.65 

Ahead/Behind Budget Requirement -$1,562.00 -$7,702.35 

% Ahead/Behind -53.8% -15.3% 

 



In Our Prayers This Week and Celebrations                     

Throughout the week, please keep these people in your daily prayers. As a model for prayer, consider going 

through the A.C.T.S. of prayer. Adoration: praising God for who He is. Confession: confessing your sins to 

God, especially those that weigh on your heart. Thanksgiving: thanking God for specific blessings. 

Supplication: asking God for help. 

For those being baptized today  Jack Joseph Surman and Mia Lucille Surman, Children of Ben and 

Kelly Surman.  Sponsors: Kali and Kayda Ernst. 

 

For those who are homebound    Barb Jones, Sharon Estes, Doug Arnold, Nick Krege, Pansy Meyer, 

Val Rakey. 

 

For healing and continued recovery      Bill Staffen (Bonnie Keir’s brother, cancer), Dustin Hutson 

(recovering from a brain bleed), Pastor Jim Kirk (treatment for myeloma) Carol Steiger-Rudoff 

continued prayers for recovery of cancer (Connie Schwent’s Sister In-law), Laura Pruneau Fallert 

(Cancer treatment) that her blood counts stay strong and that she is excepted to a new trial period with her 

oncology team. Continued prayers for healing for Wayne Phillips. Continuing prayers for Maia Rottler 

she is on treatments for Leukemia give her family faith to help her in this journey. (granddaughter of 

LaJune Rottler). Sending prayers for Carl Noll’s recovery. 

 

For those celebrating birthdays in May     Annette Rolfe (May 03), Pansy Meyer (May 15), Linda 

Ruzicka (May 18), Vicky Surman (May 21), Maryann Roth (May 23), Lance Meyer (May 27). 

 

For those celebrating wedding anniversaries in May    Ben and LaJune Rottler (May 26) 

 

For Those Who Mourn   

 

For local, state, and national elected officials   that they uphold goodness and work humbly for 

those they serve.  

 

For our community   that more people believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

For our church family     We are transformed in Christ to share the hope of eternal life. 

 

To submit a prayer request for inclusion in the bulletin, please call the church office at 573-883-5361 or 

email holycrossstegen@gmail.com. Prayer requests will continue to be listed until removal is requested.  

 

 
 

 


