Order of Service
The Greeting
P This is the day that the Lord has made.
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P We are transformed in Christ
C to share the hope of eternal life.

Welcome and Announcements
The Sharing of the Peace
Opening Hymn  692................................ “Praise to You and Adoration”
The Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession and Absolution

Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father:
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
The Introit

Psalm 113 (antiphon: vs. 3)

P Praise the Lord!
C Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord!
P Blessed be the name of the Lord
C from this time forth and forevermore!
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised!
P The Lord is high above all nations,
C and His glory above the heavens!
P Who is like the Lord our God,
C who is seated on high,
P who looks far down
C on the heavens and the earth?
P He raises the poor from the dust
C and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
P to make them sit with princes,
C with the princes of His people.
P He gives the barren woman a home,
C making her the joyous mother of children.
P Praise the Lord!
C Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord!
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised!

Hymn of Praise .............................. “Christ, Our Hope in Life and Death”
What is our hope in life and death?
Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence?
That our souls to Him belong.
Who holds our days within His hand?
What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end?
The love of Christ, in which we stand.
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal.
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.
What truth can calm the troubled soul?
God is good, God is good.
Where is His grace and goodness known?
In our great Redeemer’s blood.
Who holds our faith when fears arise?
Who stands above the stormy trial?
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal.
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.
Unto the grave, what will we sing?
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”
And what reward will heaven bring?
Everlasting life with Him.
And we will rise to meet the Lord;
Then sin and death will be destroyed,
And we will feast in endless joy
When Christ is ours forevermore.

O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal.
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.
O sing hallelujah!
Our hope springs eternal.
O sing hallelujah!
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.
Now and ever we confess
Christ our hope in life and death.

The Salutation

2 Timothy 4:22

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
The Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because without You, we
cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable
to our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Old Testament Reading

Amos 8:4-7

4Hear

this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end, 5saying,
“When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may
offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal
deceitfully with false balances, 6that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a
pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?”
7The

LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Epistle

1 Timothy 2-3

2 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God
our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper
time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
8I

desire then that in every place, the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or
quarreling; 9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with
modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10 but with
what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11 Let a woman learn
quietly with all submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority
over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam
was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be
saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.
3 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble
task. 2 Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle,
not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all
dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his
own household, how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he
may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover,
he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of
the devil.
8 Deacons

likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not
greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves
blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful
in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their
own households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for
themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may

know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God,
a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:

He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the
nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
The Children’s Message
Alleluia and Verse

The Holy Gospel

Luke 16:1-15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.

[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management,
for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do,
since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig,
and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from
management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write
fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master
commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may
receive you into the eternal dwellings.
1

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in
a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous
10

wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that
which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve two
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
14

The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him.
And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”
15

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sermon Hymn  557 .................. “Seek Where You May to Find a Way”
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Offering
Three ways to give:
 at church (the offering plate is at the entrance to the sanctuary)
 online giving at www.holycrossstegen.org
 by mail

The Offertory

Psalm 51:10-12

The Prayer of the Church
P The apostle Paul instructs us: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way.” Rejoicing in Christ’s salvation offered to all, let us call upon God our Father for
ourselves and for all people.
Kind Father, Your Son declared to us that we cannot serve You and also be devoted
to money. Free all Your baptized children from obsession with the goods of this world,
that they may set their hearts on the joys of the kingdom and the inheritance that never
fades. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

P Almighty God, You entrust to Your people the abundant wealth of Christ’s salvation
in Your Word and Sacraments. Bless pastors, that they might be faithful stewards of
these mysteries, and grant that all Your people would make proper use of Your Means
of Grace and rejoice in Your salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Maker of heaven and earth, You have created man and woman for different offices
and with different gifts, that they might complement one another and glorify You.
Grant that, in our homes and congregations, Your people might rejoice in the callings
You have given them. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P God, our Savior, uphold Joe Biden, our president; Mike Parson, our governor; and all
whom You have placed in high positions with wisdom and mercy, that we may lead
peaceable and quiet lives, godly and dignified in every way. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Heavenly Father, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled in mind, those
grieving in their sorrows, and the dying in their last hours [especially_________].
Grant them the comfort of Your presence, relief according to Your will and peace in
their hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Gracious God, Your Son gave Himself as a ransom for all and now gives Himself to
us, that we might have life and salvation. Give us unity in faith and hearts eager for
mercy as we receive His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Almighty Father, You desire all to be saved. Remember Your foes who forget Your
Word and call them to repentance and faith, that they also would rejoice in Your
righteousness and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We give thanks to You, O Lord, for You have forgiven our debt of sin for the sake of
Jesus. Preserve us in His grace and life until that day when You gather us to be among
the saints in glory around Your throne; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
The Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

Colossians 3:1

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Psalm 136

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
The Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

Matthew 26:26-28

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My ✠ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”
The Pax Domini  The Peace of the Lord

John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
The Agnus Dei  The Lamb of God

John 1:29

The Distribution of Holy Communion  The Bible teaches that Jesus gives
us His very body and blood along with bread and wine. We believe the Lord’s Supper
is a means of grace in that it provides forgiveness of sins and strengthening of our
faith. The Bible also teaches us to examine ourselves prior to receiving the meal.
Participants are encouraged to ask these questions: Do I believe that I am a sinner and am truly sorry
for my sins? Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior and that it is His true body and blood given to me
along with the bread and wine? Do I intend with the help of God to repent of sin as I seek to follow
Him?
If you have not been instructed in this teaching on Holy Communion, are in doubt, or hold to a different
confession of faith, please come forward and cross your arms to indicate that you would like a blessing.

Communion Hymn  629 ............................................ “What Is This Bread”
Communion Hymn  563 ...... “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”
The Nunc Dimittis  The Song of Simeon

Luke 2:29-32

The Thanksgiving
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endures forever.
The Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace.
C Amen.

Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn  738 ............................................ “Lord of All Hopefulness”
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ALL DAY, EVERY DAY
Psalm 113:3-4  From the rising of the sun to its setting, the Name of the LORD is to
be praised! The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens!
We are creatures of habit. We like our routines. We have set times to sleep, to
wake, and to go to work. Daily calendars are carefully planned. Worship times
are planned, too. Following the practice of the early Christians, we gather to
worship on Sunday because that is when Jesus rose from the dead, “toward the
dawn of the first day of the week” (Matthew 28:1b). We may also worship after
the sun goes down, perhaps with evening services during Advent and Lent. Some
churches may follow the pattern of monastic practice with morning services of
Matins and evening worship of Vespers or Compline. Whenever we worship, it is a
good time to do so. It is a very good habit.
Certain places are established as sites for worship. The early Christians
worshiped in the Jerusalem temple and in the synagogues, witnessing to their
faith in Jesus, the crucified and risen Messiah. They began to gather for worship
in the homes of believers or perhaps outdoors, as Christians in some parts of
the world still do today. We may come together to worship in great buildings of
wood, brick, and stone, or we may praise God in small groups or alone. The Lord
who is high above all nations and whose glory is above the heavens hears our
praise, no matter where that praise is offered.
All times are good times for worship. Every place is a good place to worship.
Yet the psalmist here is not merely offering a suggestion for convenient worship
times in the morning or evening. It is an absolute command: “From the rising of
the sun to its setting, the Name of the LORD IS TO BE praised!” From sunrise to
sunset and every moment in between, the God who sent His Son to redeem us is
worthy of all honor and praise. Through the Word of God, the Holy Spirit forms
in us new habits of worship. These psalm verses provide a pattern for praise,
impressing a framework of worship onto every moment of our lives. As we work
and certainly as we gather for formal worship, at rest, and at mealtimes, we
offer to God our grateful songs and prayers. Indoors in churches dedicated to
God’s glory, outdoors in His wonderful creation, at work and at home, in large
and small gatherings around the world, praise continually rises to the throne
of God. From the sunrise of Jesus’ resurrection, to the final sunset of this
earth’s history, to the eternal sunrise of life in His presence, the Name of
the Lord IS TO BE praised!

Among Us
...He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. ⎯1 Timothy 3:16

Premieres and Presidents, Kings and important rulers have bodyguards to keep
them separate and safe from their people.
There is a story about a 16th-century Belgian monarch who was the exception to
that rule. He had the custom of disappearing from his palace, donning a disguise
and going out to visit with his people.
Every time he did that, the people at the palace begged him to stop putting his life
at risk by indulging in such a strange and dangerous activity.
The king’s reply to his friends is memorable. He said, “I cannot rule my people unless
I know how they live.” More people in power ought to do that kind of thing... they
ought to find out how their people live.
Really, wouldn't you have a better workplace if your boss knew the things you are
going through?
Might not governments be more understanding if the leaders understood the
problems and plight of their people?
Yes, things might change, IF that happened.
Still, we can be thankful that the most important Person in all of our lives did decide
to “walk among us.” Jesus did not walk among us as an Outsider or as an uninvolved
Observer. Christmas reminds us that Jesus really, actually became One of us. The
Savior’s birth tells us that Jesus has come to live, die, and rise, not just to understand
us... but to save us.
In this, He is wonderfully unique. A Savior manifested in the flesh... St. Paul said,
He should be ‘proclaimed among the nations.’
And such a loving Lord ought to be proclaimed in our hearts.
…which is what worship is all about, isn’t it?
From a devotion originally written for “By the Way”

