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                                                            September 2025

We are transformed in Christ
to share the hope of eternal life.



CROSS-WORD  NEWSLETTER
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[bookmark: _Hlk206173099][image: ]For everything,
      there is a season
and time
    for everything
under heaven.
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Dear friends in Christ,
We're writing today to provide a brief update on President Rev. R. Lee Hagan, along with a heart filled word of thanks on his behalf.
As many of you know, President Hagen experienced a stroke while attending the LCMS Youth Gathering in New Orleans in late July. Since then, he has remained in New Orleans for inpatient rehabilitation and continues to make steady progress. His care team remains optimistic, and plans are in place for him to transition back to Missouri later this month for outpatient therapy.
“We appreciate all of the prayers, notes, and expressions of support,” said President Lee and Jill Hagan. They also wanted to offer a glimpse of that encouragement in the above photo, which shows the two of them alongside some of their many cards sent during his time in New Orleans.
Please continue to lift the Hagen family up in prayer as he focuses on healing. Cards and notes may still be sent to the district office and will be forwarded to him
Missouri Senate-LCMS
660 Mason Ridge Center Drive., Suite 100
[bookmark: _Hlk206178243]St. Louis, MO. 63141
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What an incredible couple of days we shared! The water stand and collectible/cookie sale for 2025 was a great success.

Thank you to all for your contributions, including prayers, collectibles, cookies/baked goods, crafts, popcorn, ice, water, cash donations, supply donations, time, hard work in hot weather and most of all, fellowship with each other and the community. Together, we made this event possible and raised $2,465.00 for evangelism/children's ministry. Each of you made a difference.

Please continue to keep the Evangelism and Children's Ministry committees in your thoughts and prayers as we go forward to share God's love. 

Looking forward to next year!
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Board of Elders 3-year terms Wayne Schremp-2-year, Rick Hutson-1year, Randy Ruzicka finish term in December.
Board of Trustees’ 3-year term. Rick Hutson - 1 year Jim Bell - finished term in December Dan Sullivan - finished term in December Glenn Fluegge - finished term in December.
Board of Evangelism 3-year term. Betty Schremp - 2 year, Vicky Surman – 2 year, Cathy Dew – 2 years.

Church Council 1-year term expires this year. President-Vicky Surman, Vice President-Paul Ringwald, Treasurer Tim Inman, Financial Secretary-Donna Ringwald, Recording Secretary-Connie Schwent.

“The list of current officers and council members stated above, additional copies are available. If anyone would like to serve as an officer or on the council, or know of anyone that would, please contact anyone on this list. All the boards are a three-year term, and NOT limited to only 3 members.” Please note that the Board of Evangelism covers several other Committees, such as Children's Ministry, Annual Picnic Coordinator, there are opportunities to assist with the Altar Guild and coordinate the meals we serve after funerals. 
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Flower Waterers are needed at church throughout the summer!

We need volunteers for help with watering the flowers outside at church daily throughout the FALL season too.
[image: Premium Vector | Cute watering can and flower cartoon ...]
Please sign up on the sheet on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 

[image: May be an image of 3 people] Upcoming Events

Church Picnic:       September 28th?

We are looking for a team to head and organize our picnic this year.
Just not sure when.
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                                              October 4th
   Planning bake sale and crafts to help raise money for the Children’s Ministry. More details at later date in bulletins and Facebook.

Saxony Fall Festival
October 11th
Frohna Missouri

Reformation Jubilee
October 25th 
Starting at 3:00 PM dinner will follow at 5:00 PM 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Festus
If interested they are looking for volunteers, ushers, greeters, security, food providers, more information will be in the bulletin and on the Holy Cross Narthex bulletin board.

[image: No photo description available.]
Christmas Festival
Ste. Genevieve:
December 6th and 7th

We will host concerts both days and serve cookies to our guests. 
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Christmas Country 
Church Tour: December 18th

This year, Holy Cross will host tours on Thursday, December 18th, from 1:00p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Mark your calendar! Just need some of your great cookies for the visits.


SEARCH-A-WORD PUZZLE
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Who Wants to be a Servant?

... a servant of Jesus Christ ...

Romans 1:1

Who chooses to be a servant? Why would a person
make such a choice? 'The world looks much more
favorably upon people who are the opposite of servants.
The outlandish, the grandiose, the “hey, look at me”
personalities receive attention and adulation. Paul is one
who identifies himself as a servant. He understands that
his role is not to draw attention to himself, but rather to
Jesus Christ. His letters are filled with descriptions of
his relationship to Jesus and how that affects his way of
life. Rarely does he talk about himself or his past.

What does it mean to be a servant today? Servants
today take time. Servants are attentive to those who
live alone or feel isolated. Servants volunteer. A servant
helps. Servants do more than the minimum. True
servants look for ways to serve. Have I described you? If
not, why not?

Neal Orabka
North Las Vegas, NV

Lord, make me a servant! Amen.

Reflect: Who can | serve?
Read: Romans 1:1-7 and Isaiah 53:4-6
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NEVER GO TO SLEEP
WITHOUT SAYING THESE
FOUR THINGS TO GOD:

1. Father, thank You for today.

For the joys, the lessons, and the
unseen blessings You have given me.
2. Heavenly Father, watch over my
home and my family. Let Your
presence be our shield.

3. God, help me make the right d
choices. Show me what to do next.

4. Lord, quiet my heart, ease my
burdens, and fill me with hope for
tomorrow.

If you love God and are not ashamed
of Him, send to your friends and see
how God will work in your life.

Put Amen. R TT™
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THE PRAYER
THAT SATAN

Dear Heavenly Father, full of love and grace.I thank You for S
Your presence: Your light illuminates my life. In Christ, I am J
a new creation: the old has gone, and everything is made
new! In the name of Jesus, I reject all darkness and fear.

Satan has no right to disturb my thoughts, my family, or my

future, for I belong to God. Your precious blood covers me,
and Your peace fills me. I receive Your blessings; everything
I do prospers. My family is under Your protection, my path
is filled with hope, my body is strong and healthy, and my
soul flourishes like the morning light! Lord, I choose praise

over worry. gratitude over complaints, and faith over fear

God. please grant me the courage to share this prayer with ||

at least one person. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. K;“

B A . - " By |
Type "God is great to disappoint Satan! e
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Sat, Oct 4 at 10 AM
5th Annual Honey Fest...
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Books of the Old Testament

Directions: Fill in the Blanks for each Book of the Old Testament:
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The Blue Balloons

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness,

and patience.
Colossians 3:12

One of my least Jesus-like character traits is my
lack of patience. I had an experience years ago that I
try to remember when I find myself tapping my foot
impatiently. T was in a store that sold helium balloons. I
was behind a young woman who asked for a dozen blue
balloons, even though there was a sign that said, “For
more than 2 balloons, please order in advance.” I waited
and waited, fuming a bit. As she took her balloons, she
turned to me and said, “I'm sorry to take so long; my
4-year-old son died a year ago today and I wanted to take
these balloons to a park and release them in his memory.”
I'was deeply convicted. I can't think of any time Jesus put
his schedule or time ahead of needy, hurting people.

Linda Winterhoff
Williamsburg, VA

Patient Savior, help me remember the lesson of the
blue balloons and be compassionate and patient with
God's children. Amen,

Reflect: Think of a time you were impatient and
thank God for his forgiveness.

Read: Galatians 5:22 and Ephesians 4:1-2
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