@ WE ARE TRANSFORMED IN CHRIST
to Share the Hope of Eternal Life.
r SS Second Sunday in Advent December 07, 2025

Lutheran Church

'Tn those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.’”
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

200 Market Street, Ste. Genevieve, M(0.63670

Office Phone 573-883-5361

holycrossstegen@gmail.com

Website: holycrossstegen.org

Facebook: facebook.com/holycrossstegen

Needs for pastoral care in our area, may call one of our Elders-

Rick Hutson 573-780-9390,
Randy Ruzicka 314-210-4279 or Wayne Schremp 573-883-6060

THE ORDER OF SERVICE

The ringing of the bells starts at 9 a.m. Pastor/Seminarian prepares for a long set of bell
tones before walking up to altar.

Words written in Bold generally signify congregation response.

The Greeting

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We are transformed in Christ
To share the hope of eternal Life.

Welcome, let us stand and share the sign of peace and conversation.

Sit



Confession and Absolution

333 Once He Came in Blessing

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

®

& @&

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 105:4-8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Kyrie LSB 204
o} I\ N .

4 N 1 S O S —
E— — —

» e o ~
Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten
Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds;



through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1-10

IThere shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
SRighteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
%The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

101n that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of
him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 72:1-7; antiphon: v. 18

!Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!

2May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!

3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!

*May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!

*May they fear you while the sun endures,

and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!
SMay he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,

like showers that water the earth!
"In his days may the righteous flourish,

and peace abound, till the moon be no more!

Epistle Romans 15:4-13

*Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope. *May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, *and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”

9And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
" And again,



“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”

12And again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

3May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse (intro)
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Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



n those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, >“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” *For this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.””

*Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem
and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to
him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
?And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children for Abraham. '°Even now the axe is laid to the root of the
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.

11T baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. '*His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

C 1Ibelieve in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the



only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being
of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit the Lord and
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.

Sermon Pastor Jarold Rux

For today's prayer requests, please write them on the attendance card provided during the
service. Once completed, fold the card and either hand it to an usher or place it in the offertory
plate. The Pastor or Seminarian will include these requests during the Prayers of the Church.

We honor the Lord with our tithes and our gifts. Please Stand as the offering is brought
forward and sing

Stand

Three ways to give:

1) offering plate—cash or check.

2) online at holycrossstegen.org * Click the “Give” icon.
3) by mail.
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Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583-1651, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Church Second Sunday in Advent (Populus Zion) December 7,2025

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

O Lord, give ear to our cries for mercy. Create in us contrite hearts, and work in us true
repentance and faith. Keep us, Your baptized children, clothed in the perfect holiness and
righteousness of Your Son, that we may remain His beautiful and unblemished Bride.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You send Your prophets and apostles, pastors and teachers in all times to
call sinners to repentance and comfort them with the healing of the Sun of righteousness.
Give strength to the congregations and ministers of Your Church, especially Matthew,
our Synod president; , our district president; , our circuit
visitor; and all pastors in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy Lord, preserve Your gift of marriage against the ravages of sin, the schemes of the
devil and the raging of the world. Bless the couples and families of our congregation



[especially /. Strengthen them in love and care for one another, and
establish them on the foundation of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Gracious Father, Grant to this congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a
Pastor according to Your will for Holy Cross church, Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.

O God, in the midst of strife and conflict, and wars and rumors of wars, remind us that
You have given all authority in heaven and earth to Your Son. Call to faithfulness the
leaders of the earth, and bless those who govern. Thwart those who would hinder Your
reign among all peoples, that peace may be established in every place. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

God of compassion, behold those in need, the sick, the imprisoned, the lonely and the
grieving, and all whom we remember at this altar /including /. Give them
patience to endure and hope for the future, looking always for healing in the hands of
Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful Father, You have taught us to straighten up and raise our heads when we see the
coming of the Son of Man. Even now, Your Son comes to us under the bread and wine in
the Sacrament. Grant that all who commune today may receive the very body and true
blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all their sins. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven and earth
will pass away, that our bodies will rise again, and that we will all appear before His
judgment seat. We implore You, keep us in Your Word by Your Holy Spirit. Establish us
in the true faith, defend us from all sin, and preserve us in every temptation. Do not let
our hearts be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness or the cares of this life, but
lead us to trust fully in Your grace and so watch, pray and await with joy the glorious
coming of Your Son, in whom we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208

P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
o}
FA p— i — } P | —— ' I T

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

o} | pm— Tr— |
[ I ?—ﬁ | I | ] I | | I I I
| 4% | I I | [ |
&Y

Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

> J

[ | —

T — I
G e o ° ® 06 40040, | T T 1.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;




Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His
body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins
and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord
(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei (intro)
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Sit

Text: Stephen P. Starke

LSB 210



Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into
death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.
Amen.

639 Wide Open Stand the Gates

Text: J. K. Wilhelm Loehe, 1808-72; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007
Text: © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003473

508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near

Text: Bartholom&us Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832-1919, alt.

351 Creator of the Stars of Night

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand



Nunc Dimittis (intro) LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love



toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
Sit

514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us

Text: Johann Walter, 1496-1570
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DECEMBER/JANUARY EVENTS
The fresh flower arrangement on the altar,
given by Bonnie Keir this Sunday.
The occasion, to remember the parent’s birthdays.

December 14th: Voter’s Meeting will take place after the service, during which new
officers for 2026 will be elected and future activities discussed.

The Christmas Country Church Tour is back! It's a fantastic program, and we're
looking forward to everyone’s involvement—whether helping with preparations or
visiting local churches.

Key December dates:

e December 16th, 10:00 AM: Volunteers gather for general cleaning and setup.

e December 17th, 10:30 AM—12:30 PM: Help arrange the poinsettia display at the
altar.

e December 18th, 1:00-8:00 PM: Annual Christmas Country Church Tour. Sign up
to be a tour guide; cookies will be served. Sheets for sign-up are in the Narthex
hallway.

December 24th: Christmas Eve Service led by Seminarian Peyton Holland begins at
6:00 PM.

Check the bulletin board located in the Narthex and along the corridor to the restrooms
for details about upcoming events within our church and neighboring Lutheran
communities.

We warmly encourage you to set aside time to support seasonal activities at Holy Cross.
Your help as a volunteer is invaluable to making these events successful.

WEEKLY CALENDAR/UPDATES
Vacancy pastoral hours upon request
Secretarial hours Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Sunday’s church doors open at 8:00 AM service begins at 9:00 AM following with a
Bible Study coffee and pastries generally served.

Tuesdays Bible study starting at 10:30 AM to 11:3



December 24th, Christmas Eve service candlelight vigil
Starting at 6PM

Seminarian Peyton Holland

SERVING TODAY

Pastor/Seminarian: Pastor Jarold Rux
Scripture Reader: Vicie Eeinbeis
Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson
Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka
Concordia Organist I Pad
Up-coming date: December 14th
Pastor: Mark Hofferber
Scripture Readers: Cathy Dew
Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson
Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka
Organist:Todd Brueckner

Sunday Church Attendance| Attendance

First Week

Second Week

Third Week

Fourth Week

Fifth Week

Your Financial Support of Your Church | 11/30/25 Year-to-Date

Weekly Budget Requirement $2,777.00 $133,296.00
Actual Offerings—including online offerings (budget) $1,655.00 @ $110,277.35
Ahead/Behind Budget Requirement -$1,122.00 -$23,018.65

% Ahead/Behind -40.4% -17.3%




In Our Prayers This Week and Celebrations

Throughout the week, please keep these people in your daily prayers. As a model for prayer,
consider going through the A.C.T.S. of prayer. Adoration: praising God for who He is.
Confession: confessing your sins to God, especially those that weigh on your heart. Thanksgiving:
thanking God for specific blessings. Supplication: asking God for help.

For those who are homebound Barb Jones, Sharon Estes, Doug Arnold, Doris Bayuk, Nick
Krege, Pansy Meyer, Val Rakey.

For healing and continued recovery  Bill Staffen (Bonnie Keir’s brother, cancer), Dustin
Hutson (recovering from a brain bleed), Pastor Jim Kirk (treatment for myeloma), Carol
Steiger-Rudoff getting ready to have surgery (Connie Schwent’s Sister In-law), Laura
Pruneau Fallert (Cancer treatment). John George Jr. (Debbie George's son) has been
diagnosed with cancer and will be seeking a 2nd medical opinion regarding the next steps in
treatment. Continued prayers for healing for Wayne Phillips.

For those celebrating birthdays in December Nevaeh Schlueter (Dec.15), Nick Krege (Dec.
16), Kara Inman (Dec.23).

For those celebrating wedding anniversaries in December Ron and Linda Bollinger
(Dec.09), Jeff and Paula Boland (Dec.19) Bill and Vicky Surman (Dec. 20).

For Those Who Mourn Warm thoughts for the people missing their loved ones over the
holidays

For local, state, and national elected officials  that they uphold goodness and work
humbly for those they serve.

For our community  that more people believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We continue to pray for a Pastor to find his calling to Holy Cross Church.

For our church family  that we are transformed in Christ to share the hope of
eternal life.

To submit a prayer request for inclusion in the bulletin, contact Connie, the church secretary, at 573-535-
0084, or the church office at 573-883-5361 or holycrossstegen@gmail.com. Please provide your request by
Wednesday noon to ensure it appears in that week's bulletin. Prayer requests will continue to be listed until
removal is requested by the submitting family. If you would like the Pastor or Seminarian to read a request
aloud during the service, write it on the attendance card, fold the card, and either give it to an usher or place
it in the offering plate.



