
In Our Prayers This Week and Celebrations                     
Throughout the week, please keep these people in your daily prayers. As a model for prayer, 
consider going through the A.C.T.S. of prayer. Adoration: praising God for who He is. 
Confession: confessing your sins to God, especially those that weigh on your heart. Thanksgiving: 
thanking God for specific blessings. Supplication: asking God for help. 
For those who are homebound    Barb Jones, Sharon Estes, Doug Arnold, Doris Bayuk, Nick 
Krege, Pansy Meyer, Val Rakey. 
 
For healing and continued recovery      Bill Staffen (Bonnie Keir’s brother, cancer), Dustin 
Hutson (recovering from a brain bleed), Pastor Jim Kirk (treatment for myeloma) Carol 
Steiger-Rudoff continued prayers for recovery of cancer (Connie Schwent’s Sister In-law), 
Laura Pruneau Fallert (Cancer treatment) that her blood counts stay strong and that she is 
excepted to a new trial period with her oncology team. Continued prayers for healing for Wayne 
Phillips. Continuing prayers for Maia Rottler she is on treatments for Leukemia give her family 
faith to help her in this journey. (granddaughter of LaJune Rottler) 

For those celebrating birthdays in February John Perschbacher (Feb.07), Hailey Rodgers 
(Feb. 08), Jan Sullivan (Feb. 08), Donna Ringwald (Feb. 19), Connie Schwent (Feb. 24), 
Mark Schwent (Feb. 24), Kelsea Inman (Feb. 25). 
 
For those celebrating wedding anniversaries in February Paul and Donna Ringwald (Feb.20)  
 
For Those Who Mourn   
 
For local, state, and national elected officials  that they uphold goodness and work 
humbly for those they serve.  
 
For our community  that more people believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 We continue to pray for a Pastor to find his calling to Holy Cross Church. 
 
For our church family  that we are transformed in Christ to share the hope of eternal life. 
 
To submit a prayer request for inclusion in the bulletin, contact Connie, the church secretary, at 573-535-
0084, or the church office at 573-883-5361 or holycrossstegen@gmail.com. Please provide your request by 
Wednesday noon to ensure it appears in that week's bulletin. Prayer requests will continue to be listed until 
removal is requested by the submitting family. If you would like the Pastor or Seminarian to read a request 
aloud during the service, write it on the attendance card, fold the card, and either give it to an usher or place 
it in the offering plate. 

 

 

                                WE ARE TRANSFORMED IN CHRIST 

to Share the Hope of Eternal Life. 
Fourth SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

February 01, 2026 
 

 

 
 



Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD 

 
200 Market Street, Ste. Genevieve, MO.63670 

Office Phone    573-883-5361                                              
holycrossstegen@gmail.com 
Website: holycrossstegen.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/holycrossstegen 
Needs for pastoral care in our area, call one of our Elders- 

Rick Hutson 573-780-9390, 
Randy Ruzicka 314-210-4279 or Wayne Schremp 573-883-6060 

 
 
 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
  
The ringing of the bells starts at 9 a.m. Pastor/Seminarian prepares for a long set of bell 
tones before walking up to altar. 
 
Words written in Bold generally signify congregation response. 
 
 

The Greeting 
 
This is the day that the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
We are transformed in Christ 
To share the hope of eternal Life. 
 
Welcome, let us stand and share the sign of peace and conversation. 
  
Sit  

 

                         SERVING TODAY 

Pastor Stephen Constien 
Seminarian: Peyton Holland 

                                        Scripture Readers: Linda Ruzicka 
Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson 

Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka 
                                                               Organist: Todd Brueckner 

UP COMING SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2026                                             
                                                        

                                        Seminarian John Hansen  
                                        Scripture Readers: Randy Ruzicka 

Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson 
Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka 

Organist: Todd Breuckner 
 

 

Sunday Church Attendance Attendance 

                    First Week 35 

Second Week 41 

Third Week 38 
Fourth Week snow 

Fifth Week  
 

 

Your Financial Support of Your Church 
 

      1/25/26 Year-to-Date 
  Weekly Budget Requirement $2,902.00    $11,608.00 

  Actual Offeringsincluding online offerings (budget) $925.00 $10,637.65 

  Ahead/Behind Budget Requirement -$1,977.00         -$970.35 

  % Ahead/Behind -68.1%        -8.4% 
WEATHER EVENT-NO CHURCH SERVICE THIS IS 
REBEL GIVE   

 



                                 
                    FEBRUARY/MARCH EVENTS 

The fresh flower arrangement on the altar, 
 given by Rick and Cindy Hutson this Sunday.  

The occasion, remembering Llyod Hutson’s birthday. 
 
 
February 14: Free Spaghetti Lunch “all are welcomed” 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM Catapult 
Creative House 612 Broadway St. Cape Girardeau hosted by Hanover Lutheran Church 

 
February 14: 77th Annual Pancake Day 
Immanuel Lutheran School Gym (225 W South St., Perryville, MO) presents its 77th Annual 
Pancake Day, serving whole hog sausage, pancakes, syrup, coffee, milk, orange juice, and water. 
Admission is $9 for adults, $5 for children ages 5 to 12, and free for children 4 and under. 
 
March 14: Trinity Lutheran Church Trivia Night 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Friedheim, MO, presents Lual Trivia Night at the Jackson Civic 
Center (381 E Deerwood Dr., Jackson, MO). The evening includes a silent auction, food, and 
raffles. Doors open at 4:30 PM; trivia begins at 6:00 PM. Tickets are $40 each or $320 for a table 
of eight (meal included). 
 
March 13-22: "The Taming of Judge Roy Bean" Performance 
Salem Adults in Christ presents "The Taming of Judge Roy Bean" on March 13 (7:00 PM), 
March 15 (5:00 PM), March 21 (7:00 PM), and March 22 (5:00 PM) at Salem Lutheran Gym 
(299 PCR 328, Farrar, MO 63747). Admission is $12 for adults, $5 for children ages 6 to 12, and 
free for children 5 and under. Concessions, including pork burgers, hot pretzels, nachos, and soda, 
will be available. 
 

                  WEEKLY CALENDAR/UPDATES 
Vacancy pastoral hours upon request 

Secretarial hours Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Sunday’s church doors open at 8:00 AM service begins at 9:00 AM following with a 
Bible Study coffee and pastries generally served. 

Tuesdays Bible study starting at 10:30 AM to 11:30AM 

Confession and Absolution 
 

592 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. 
 In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so, 
 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
Gloria in Excelsis (intro) LSB 204 

 

 

 
Sit  
 
427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 
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rights reserved. 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in 
our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support 
us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1–8 

1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 



 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
 and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 

      This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 15; antiphon: Psalm 16:1 
1O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? 
 Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
2He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 
 and speaks truth in his heart; 
3who does not slander with his tongue 
 and does no evil to his neighbor, 
 nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
4in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
 but who honors those who fear the LORD; 
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5who does not put out his money at interest 
 and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. 

 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 
death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

 
683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis (intro) LSB 211 

 

 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei (intro) LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
  
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse (intro) 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the 
incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your 
glory in human flesh. 
  
We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to 
us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may 
one day behold Your glory face to face. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our 
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  

Sanctus                                                                          LSB 208 

 

 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 
 

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
For today's prayer requests, please write them on the attendance card provided during 
the service. Once completed, fold the card and either hand it to an usher or place it in 
the offertory plate. The Pastor or Seminarian will include these requests during the 
Prayers of the Church. 
 
We honor the Lord with our tithes and our gifts. Please Stand as the offering is brought 
forward and sing 
Stand 
 

 
Stand 
 

Three ways to give:  
 

1)  offering plate—cash or check. 
2)  online at holycrossstegen.org   Click the “Give” icon. 
3)  by mail. 
 



Create in Me (intro) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 01, 2026 
 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 
 
Lord, You have called us to good work in our various vocations. Give us courage that we 
might never be ashamed of Christ and Him crucified but be free to boast in the Lord 
within our callings. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all wisdom, You tell us plainly that the Word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but it is Your power to all who are being saved. Strengthen the faith of pastors 
and congregations, that they would not turn to man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim 
Christ and Him crucified. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the families of 
the nations might worship before You. Bless the families of this congregation with Your 
grace and protection, that they might remember You in both joy and trouble and worship 
before You forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Lord of lords, You rescued Your people from Egypt and confounded Balak, king of 
Moab, for their protection. Guide the decisions and actions of all earthly authorities, that 
Your people may live in peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, when Christ returns in His glory You promise to wipe away every tear 
from every eye. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and deliver, according to Your good and 
gracious will, those troubled by sickness and affliction [including _____________]. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all righteousness, You command us to be holy as You are holy, and You sanctify 
us with Your Son’s body and blood. Prepare the hearts of all who partake of the 
Sacrament today, that they might repent of their sin, trust in Your promises and find their 
righteousness in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Father, You know the way of the righteous. Preserve Your people from walking in 
the counsel of the wicked, from standing in the way of sinners and from sitting in the seat 
of scoffers. By Your grace, cause them to delight in Your Holy Word. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Gracious Father, Grant to this congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a 
Pastor according to Your will for Holy Cross church, Lord in your mercy hear our 
prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake 
of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 


