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"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) '°Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” ''The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? '?Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from
it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” '*Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty

forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

200 Market Street, Ste. Genevieve, M(0.63670
Office Phone 573-883-5361
holycrossstegen@gmail.com
Website: holycrossstegen.org
Facebook: facebook.com/holycrossstegen
Needs for pastoral care in our area, call one of our Elders-
Rick Hutson 573-780-9390,
Randy Ruzicka 314-210-4279 or Wayne Schremp 573-883-6060

THE ORDER OF SERVICE

The ringing of the bells starts at 9 a.m. Pastor/Seminarian prepares for a long set of bell
tones before walking up to altar.

Words written in Bold generally signify congregation response.

The Greeting

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We are transformed in Christ
To share the hope of eternal Life.

Welcome, let us stand and share the sign of peace and conversation.

Sit



Confession and Absolution

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

@
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In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 84:1-4; antiphon: v. 5

Blessed are those whose strength is in you,

in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
How lovely is your dwelling place,

O LoRD of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;

my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young,

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
Blesséd are those who dwell in your house,

ever singing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,

in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Kyrie LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7

'All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of
Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” *But the
people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” >And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass
on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. *Behold, I will stand
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water
shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of
the elders of Israel. ’And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah,
because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the
LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 5:1-8

!Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. “Through him we have also obtained access by
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. *More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, *and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, *and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

SFor while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
"For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person one would dare even to die— Sbut God shows his love for us in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.\



Stand

Holy Gospel John 4:5-26
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from
his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) °The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) °Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” ' The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? '?Are you greater
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his
sons and his livestock.” *Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will
never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” '>The woman said to him, “Sir, give me
this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” '"The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband’; ®for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is
not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I
perceive that you are a prophet. 2°Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you
say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” ?!Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor
in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. >You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2’But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. *God is
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” >>The woman
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he
comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”



(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
P} God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit

823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Text: Public domain

Homily Pastor Jarold Rux

Stand



For today's prayer requests, please write them on the attendance card provided during
the service. Once completed, fold the card and either hand it to an usher or place it in
the offertory plate. The Pastor or Seminarian will include these requests during the

Prayers of the Church.

We honor the Lord with our tithes and our gifts. Please Stand as the offering is brought

forward and sing

Stand

Three ways to give:

1) offering plate—cash or check.

2) online at holycrossstegen.org ¢ Click the “Give” icon.
3) by mail.
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Prayer of the Church
Third Sunday in Lent March 08, 2026

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

Lord of hosts, Your ancient people worshiped You in Jerusalem, and in Christ You are
now worshiped among all nations. Grant us faithful hearts to worship in spirit and truth,
that many would come to know You in Your Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God, You led Your ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Lead us through
the wilderness of this world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would be refreshed by
the living water flowing from the stricken side of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord of all, You bestow Your riches on all who call upon You. Bless parents with all
wisdom as they teach their children Your ways, that all in the household may confess
with their mouths that Jesus is Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, preserve our nation, and prosper the cause of justice in this land. Guide
and grant Your wisdom to Donald, our president; the Congress of the United States;

, our governor; and all elected and appointed civil servants. Grant us
peace among the nations, and watch over those who protect us in the armed forces of our
land. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O great Physician of body and soul, by Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in
sorrow or need, sickness or adversity /especially /. Hold them all in Your
almighty hands and bring them consolation. Heal them according to Your gracious will,
and give us all grace to accept and bear our crosses with faith in You, that we would
always be prepared to depart this life in faith and come to Your heavenly home. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Merciful God, grant us safe haven at Your altar, that we who bear the weight of this
world and its sorrows would always long for Your courts and the blessings You have
prepared for those who sing Your praise. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.



Almighty Lord, to You all hearts are open and all sins are known. Strengthen our hearts
by Your grace, that we who daily sin much would make confession boldly and then
joyfully receive Your precious word of absolution. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

O Gracious Father, Grant to this congregation the guidance of the Holy Spirit to choose a
Pastor according to Your will for Holy Cross church, Lord in your mercy hear our
prayer.

These and whatever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the
sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208

P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on
the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You
thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer
His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father,
to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord
(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei (intro)
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Sit

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into
death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I« in peace.
Amen.
423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

425 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross

Stand
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003473

Sit

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book
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MARCH/APRIL EVENTS

The fresh flower arrangement on the altar,
given by Irene and Richard Biscayart this Sunday.
The occasion, Walk by Faith, Not by Sight.

March 6th and 13th Immanuel Lutheran PTL Fish Fry

Immanuel Lutheran School Gym is where you will find delicious catfish, potato chip fries, baked beans,
coleslaw, homemade cookies and desserts starting time is 4:30 to 7:30. Adults $12.00 dine in or carry out
available, skip the line make phone call to place your order 573 547 6161

Proceeds go to the school fund.

March 14: Trinity Lutheran Church Trivia Night

Trinity Lutheran Church in Friedheim, MO, presents Lual Trivia Night at the Jackson Civic Center (381 E
Deerwood Dr., Jackson, MO). The evening includes a silent auction, food, and raffles. Doors open at 4:30
PM; Trivia begins at 6:00 PM. Tickets are $40 each or $320 for a table of eight (meal included).

March 15: Homemade Chicken and Dumplings Dinner
Immanuel Lutheran Church Family Life Center 221 Brierton Lane, Festus, MO Adults $ 15.00 children 6-
12 years $ 6.00under 6 FREE Benefit for the Immanuel Renovation Fund. CASH ONLY PLEASE.

March 13-22: "The Taming of Judge Roy Bean" Performance

Salem Adults in Christ presents "The Taming of Judge Roy Bean" on March 13 (7:00 PM), March 15 (5:00
PM), March 21 (7:00 PM), and March 22 (5:00 PM) at Salem Lutheran Gym (299 PCR 328, Farrar, MO
63747). Admission is $12 for adults, $5 for children ages 6 to 12, and free for children 5 and under.
Concessions, including pork burgers, hot pretzels, nachos, and soda, will be available.

March 27: Salem Lutheran Church Trivia Night

Get your team together and enjoy the best trivia night around. This year's trivia night will benefit 14-year-
old Brayden Deckerd who was recently diagnosed with bone cancer. Held at Immanuel Hall in Altenburg.
Doors open at 6:00 PM trivia starts at 6:30. $120.00 per team of eight people. 13 +. Concessions available.
Call or text Bleau Deckerd at 573 769 9141 to reserve your spot. A night of laughter, fun and fellowship.

WEEKLY CALENDAR/UPDATES
Vacancy pastoral hours upon request
Secretarial hours Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM
Sunday’s church doors open at 8:00 AM service begins at 9:00 AM following with a Bible Study.

Tuesdays Bible study starting at 10:30 AM to 11:30AM



Palm Sunday March 29th 9:00 AM (HC)
Fellowship Breakfast Following the Service - A sign-up sheet for the potiuck

breakfast will be available on the round table at the back of the church.
Pastor Alex Smith

Maundy Holy Thursday at 6 PM (HC)

Pastor Stephen Constien

Good Friday at 6 PM
Seminarian Peyton Holland

Easter Sunday at 9:00AM (HC)
Pastor Jarold Rux

e EASTER SERVICE NEEDS PLEASE
A new Volunteer List is available at the back of the church on the round table for Sunday
Service sign-ups. Help is also needed during the Lent Season.
Thank you in advance for your participation!
e For Easter, you are invited to add your name to the list on the Kitchen Door to
receive an Easter Lily plant at the conclusion of the service season. Each plant is
priced at $25 and will make an attractive addition to your yard next year.



Local Areas for Additional Church Services

e St Paul Lutheran Church Farmington MO
Ash Wednesday 11 AM and 6:30 PM (HC)
Lenten services are held every Wednesday

9:00 AM and 6:30 PM -Feb. 18th to Mar.25th

Holy Thursday (Maundy) 6:30 PM (HC)
Good Friday 6:30 PM (HC)
Easter Sunday 7AM — 10 AM (HC)

e Immanuel Lutheran Church Perryville MO
Ash Wednesday 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM (HC)
Hymn Sing — starting at 5:40pm
Lenten Worship Mon/Tues/Wed Noon service
Holy Thursday (Maundy) 6:00 PM (HC)
Good Friday 12PM - 6:00 PM (HC)
Saturday 8:00 PM Easter vigil (HC)
Easter Sunday 730 AM and 10 AM (HC)

e Immanuel Lutheran Church Festus/Crystal City
Ash Wednesday 10 AM and 7:00 PM (HC)
Lenten services are held every Wednesday
Feb. 18th to Mar. 25th 10 AM and 7:00 PM
Holy Thursday (Maundy) 7:00 PM (HC)
Good Friday 7:00 PM (HC)
Easter Sunday (HC) 6AM-8AM-10:30AM
with a breakfast call for times though 636-937-5525
Have a program starting called silent witness call for details too.



SERVING TODAY

Pastor : Jarold Rux

Scripture Readers: Randy Ruzicka

Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson

Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka
Orgnist: Todd Brueckner

UP COMING SUNDAY MARCH 15,2026

Pastor David Mahsman

Scripture Readers: Linda Ruzicka
Ushers: Wayne Schremp & Rick Hutson
Communion Servicer: Randy Ruzicka
Organist: Todd Breuckner

Sunday Church Attendance| Attendance
First Week 36
Second Week

Third Week

Fourth Week

Fifth Week

Your Financial Support of Your Church 3/1/26 Year-to-Date
Weekly Budget Requirement $2,902.00 $26,118.00
Actual Offerings—including online offerings (budget)  $4,280.00 $23,418.65

Ahead/Behind Budget Requirement $1,378.00 -$2,699.35
% Ahead/Behind 47.5% =10.3%




In Our Prayers This Week and Celebrations

Throughout the week, please keep these people in your daily prayers. As a model for prayer,
consider going through the A.C.T.S. of prayer. Adoration: praising God for who He is.
Confession: confessing your sins to God, especially those that weigh on your heart. Thanksgiving:
thanking God for specific blessings. Supplication: asking God for help.

For those who are homebound Barb Jones, Sharon Estes, Doug Arnold, Nick Krege, Pansy
Meyer, Val Rakey.

For healing and continued recovery  Bill Staffen (Bonnie Keir’s brother, cancer), Dustin
Hutson (recovering from a brain bleed), Pastor Jim Kirk (treatment for myeloma) Carol
Steiger-Rudoff continued prayers for recovery of cancer (Connie Schwent’s Sister In-law),
Laura Pruneau Fallert (Cancer treatment) Great news from her doctors her cancer is almost in
remission according to labs and tests. Doctor had said with her case file it is extremely unique
and they're perplexed at how this great news happened.( God is Good!). Continued prayers for
healing for Wayne Phillips. Continuing prayers for Maia Rottler she is on treatments for
Leukemia give her family faith to help her in this journey. (granddaughter of LaJune Rottler)

For those celebrating birthdays in March Frances Krueger (March 01), Cheryl Noll (March 02),
Linda Trimmer (March 02), Eric Huck (March 05), Molly Bell (March 14), Carl Noll (March
22), Wayne Schremp (March 28).

For those celebrating wedding anniversaries in March
For Those Who Mourn

For local, state, and national elected officials  that they uphold goodness and work
humbly for those they serve.

For our community  that more people believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We continue to pray for a Pastor to find his calling to Holy Cross Church.
For our church family  that we are transformed in Christ to share the hope of eternal life.

To submit a prayer request for inclusion in the bulletin, contact Connie, the church secretary, at 573-535-
0084, or the church office at 573-883-5361 or holycrossstegen@gmail.com. Please provide your request by
Wednesday noon to ensure it appears in that week's bulletin. Prayer requests will continue to be listed until
removal is requested by the submitting family. If you would like the Pastor or Seminarian to read a request
aloud during the service, write it on the attendance card, fold the card, and either give it to an usher or place
it in the offering plate.



